
1

Who do you fear ?Who do you fear ?

David HillsonDavid Hillson

17 January 199917 January 1999

FEAR FEAR -- good or bad?good or bad?

�� Definition :Definition :

•• ““to be so concerned about what someone might think 

or do or say that you allow it to affect your behaviour””

�� Sources of power :Sources of power :

•• rewardreward

•• coercioncoercion

•• legitimacylegitimacy

•• referencereference

•• expertiseexpertise
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Fear of man ?Fear of man ?

�� Peer pressure, social norms, standards . . .Peer pressure, social norms, standards . . .

•• CONFORMING  (see Romans 12:2)CONFORMING  (see Romans 12:2)

�� Good or bad ?  Valid or invalid ?Good or bad ?  Valid or invalid ?

�� Advice from :Advice from :

•• JesusJesus Matthew 10:26Matthew 10:26--28, Luke 12:428, Luke 12:4--55

•• PeterPeter I Peter 3:14I Peter 3:14--15a15a

•• PaulPaul Colossians 3:22Colossians 3:22

•• SolomonSolomon Proverbs 29:25Proverbs 29:25

Fear of God ?Fear of God ?

�� Based on who he isBased on who he is

•• IS GOD SAFE ?IS GOD SAFE ?

�� Why is it right to fear God ?Why is it right to fear God ?

•• He is fearful !He is fearful !

•• He rightly exercises all sources of powerHe rightly exercises all sources of power

•• It’s good for youIt’s good for you
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Results of fearing God  Results of fearing God  (see Proverbs]

�� 1:71:7 knowledgeknowledge

�� 3:73:7--88 repentancerepentance

�� 8:138:13 holinessholiness

�� 9:109:10 wisdomwisdom

�� 10:2710:27 long lifelong life

�� 14:2614:26 lifelife

�� 15:1615:16 contentmentcontentment

�� 15:3315:33 guidanceguidance

�� 16:616:6 avoid wrongavoid wrong

�� 19:2319:23 restrest

�� 22:422:4 prosperityprosperity

So what ?So what ?

�� ““Fear of man is a trap”Fear of man is a trap”

•• compromise or sincompromise or sin

•• barrier to discipleship and obediencebarrier to discipleship and obedience

•• AVOID IT ! !AVOID IT ! !

�� “Fear of God is the beginning of . . .”“Fear of God is the beginning of . . .”

•• right  relationshipsright  relationships

•• release into destinyrelease into destiny

•• ACTIVELY SEEK IT ! !ACTIVELY SEEK IT ! !


