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I Corinthians chapter 2 :
Sources of wisdom

David Hillson, 5 March 2000
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Tonight’s topics

� Paul’s approach to the church at Corinth :
� How / What / Why ?

� verses 1-5

� The nature of “wisdom” : where from?
� verses 6-13

� “Natural” vs “Spiritual” - which are you?
� verses 14-16

� But first ...
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Last week’s homework

� Think about our witness to others, both 
as individuals and as a church

� In three groups (10 minutes) :

� How do we communicate with others?

� What do we communicate with others?

� Why do we communicate with others?
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Paul’s approach (v1-5)

METHOD (How?)

� Not :
� lofty words (1)

� man’s wisdom (4, 5)

� enticing words (5)

� But :
� weakness (3)
� fear & trembling (3)
� plain speech (4)
� content (4)
� demonstration of the 

Spirit and power (4)
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Who is this?
� “He was a man of little stature, thin-haired upon the 

head, crooked in the legs, of good state of body, with 
eyebrows joining, and nose somewhat hooked”
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� God’s own story (1)
� marturion (or musterion?)

� Nothing besides (2) :
� Jesus

� Christ

� and him

� crucified

Paul’s approach (v1-5)

MESSAGE (What?)
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� So that ... (5)

� To create faith

� Building on a firm foundation :
� not based on man’s wisdom (natural)

� but based on God’s power (supernatural)

Paul’s approach (v1-5)

MOTIVE (Why?)
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How about us?

� Our method ?
� Plain talk?
� Weakness?
� Demonstration of the Spirit & power?

� Our message ?
� Anything besides Jesus?

� Our motive ?
� To impress people?
� Or to build faith in God’s power?
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Sources of wisdom (v6-13)

� “Yet …” (6) - there is an alternative

� Wisdom is for the “mature”
� teleioi

� Not the church at Corinth !

� Us ??

� Not “wisdom” from human or demonic 
sources, but the wisdom of God (6-7)

� three routes to wisdom ...
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True wisdom

� Can we distinguish between the 3 types?
� The wisdom of God (7) :

� secret

� hidden

� eternal

� for us

� What is the secret??
� Ephesians 1:9-10, 3:1-6, 3:8-10
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Knowing the secret

� We impart it (7)
� laleo

� The Holy Spirit reveals it (10)
� apokolepson

� If you haven’t got it …
� … ask, believe and receive!! (James 1:5-8)
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Exercise : Find the secret

� In groups of 4-5, discuss verses 9-10

� What has God prepared for us?

� Beware!!
� Not your good ideas!

� Ask the Holy Spirit to reveal it!
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Natural or Spiritual? (v14-16)

� Two types of people :
� psuchikos

� pneumatikos

� Differences :
� spiritual awareness

� ability to judge right (anakrinetai)

� Only one judge - truly independent!
� Isaiah 40:13
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How can we be sure??

� “BUT …” (16b)

� “We have the mind of Christ”
� echo

� Kepler “I am thinking thy thoughts after thee”

� WWJD ?

� Final exercise/meditation :
� What is Jesus thinking now about you?
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Summary

� v1-5 How/What/Why do we communicate to others?
� Demonstration of Spirit & power?
� Anything other than Jesus?
� To build faith in God’s power?

� v6-13 Are we mature ?
� Will we rely on the Holy Spirit to reveal God’s wisdom?

� v14-16 Am I natural or spiritual ?
� Do I have the mind of Christ?
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Homework

� Read James 3:13-18 and Proverbs chapter 2. 
List the characteristics and fruit of God’s 
wisdom.

� Every day this week, ask yourself “WWJD?”

� Read I Corinthians chapter 3

� Think about I Corinthians 3:3
� Are we “carnal ”?
� How would you know if you were?
� What should we do about it?


