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Why study covenants?

• Recurring theme throughout Bible
– where??

• God’s nature :
– covenant-making

– covenant-keeping

• We are beneficiaries
– rights & responsibilities

… covenan …covena
covenant … covenant
… covenant … covena
ant … covenant … cov
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What is a “covenant”?

• Rare today : examples?
– What do we have instead?

• Common in Bible times
– Four types :

1. International treaty
2. Constitutional ordinance
3. Parity covenants
4. Personal agreements

• Which type best reflects God’s covenants?
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Scope

• God makes covenants with :
– individuals
– families
– nations
– nature Abraham

David
Israel
Noah

• Note continuity!
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Characteristics of covenants

• Four characteristics
1. Based on existing relationship

2. Initiating party commits to provide benefits

3. Initiator provides security or guarantee

4. Recipient must accept in order to receive

• Different from contracts
– How ??
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Covenants & contracts

• Contract requires :
1. Offer & acceptance 

(or counter-offer)
2. 2-way consideration
3. Intent of both parties
4. Ability of both parties
5. Legality

• Two equal parties

• Covenant requires :
1. Offer & acceptance 

(take it or leave it)
2. One-way benefits
3. Initiator’s intent
4. Initiator’s ability
5. Initiator’s security

• Depends on initiator
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Which is this?

• “Wilt thou … love, comfort, 
honour, keep …?”
“I wilt.”

• “With this ring I thee wed, 
with my body I thee 
worship, and with all my 
worldly goods I thee
endow …”
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The key to the covenant

• God need not offer to enter covenant

• So why does he?

• GRACE !!
– Defined as … ???
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Grace is ...

• “Grace is when God gives us 
the things we don’t deserve…”

• “The unmerited favour of God”

• “There is nothing you can you 
do make God love you less; 
there is nothing you can do to 
make God love you more.” 

(Yancy)

God’s

Riches

At

Christ’s

Expense
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Example : 

• Exodus 19:1-6

• Covenant benefits :
– you shall be my own possession
– you shall be to me a kingdom of priests …
– … and a holy nation

• Covenant requirements :
– Deuteronomy 4:13 = treaty text
– two copies?
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Common form

• International 
covenant-treaty 
from North Syria, 
c1480 BC

• Cuneiform on 
clay tablet
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Mount Sinai aka Jebal Musa
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Key question ...

• Is the Sinai covenant mostly about
– law or grace ??

• But note the conditions :
– acceptance

– obedience

– loyalty
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Exodus & Deuteronomy

• Not treaty text, but a record of its existence
– title

– historical background

– requirements

– instructions on keeping treaty text

– instructions on making contents known

– witnesses

– curses if broken

– blessings if kept
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Application - Leviticus 26

• verses 3-13 = blessings of keeping covenant
– grace

• verses 14-39 = curses of breaking covenant
– judgement

• verses 40-45 = possibility of renewed covenant
– mercy

• Group work : In two groups, list blessings and 
curses . Do we see any of these in our 
church/nation/personal lives?
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Summary

• God makes covenants
– it’s in his nature

• Covenants are not contracts between equals
– a one-way offer

• All covenants are God’s initiative
– expressions of grace

• We benefit
– if we accept/obey/persist

Any questions?
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Homework

• The nation of Israel was born at Mount 
Sinai, celebrated at the feast of Pentecost

• The church was born in Jerusalem at a 
later feast of Pentecost

• Compare & contrast!!
– similarities & differences


