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. Pé'alm 133 (AISong of Ascents)

Behold how good and pleasant it is when
brothers dwell together in unity!

It is like the precious oilupon the head,
running down he beard, upon the
beard of Aaron, running down on t@ collar
of his robes! |

It is like the dew of Hermon falling Bﬁwe
mountains of Zion!

For there the Lord has commanded
blwme! :




Understanding Psalms 120-134

e “Songs of Ascents”

— Pilgrim psalms, sung “going up” to Jerusalem
during three festivals

— Structured into 5 chapters of 3 psalmrsl_"each

CHAPTER THEME 1 2 3
1 Dealing with distress Ps120 | Ps121 | Ps 122
2 Mercy and justice Ps123 | Ps124 | Ps125
3 Home sweet home Ps 126 | Ps127 | Ps128
4 Handling hostility Ps129 | Ps130 | Ps131
5 Being blessed Ps132 | Ps133 | Ps 134
© 1 =Where we are now
2 = God’s intervention
3 = Our destination & goal

Psalm 133: The éhallenge (verse 1)

Hine ma tov 00 ma na’im
shevet achim gam yachad
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Wow! What a surprise it would be to see those
related by a common family bond settling down in
permanent peace together and remaining in one
heart and mind. This is something intensely right
and beautiful which will be a delight when you see it.




What woud It be like?
- Two similes: 1. Oil (verse '
 Anointing oil (Exodus 30:22-33)

— Poured on Aaron & his sons, and Tabernacle

— Marked as hOIy"lee for God

— Unique formula, 'not to be copied

e How much?
— By the jug
—Head beard collar
— Generous & overflowing

What woud It be like?
: - Two similes: 2. Dew (verse 3a)

e Dew from Mt Hermon to Mt Zio
— a miracle!
« Symbol of Goc

osea 14:5-7)




t Hermon
- %t cut-off”
-0 :
Mt Zion - ‘
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“dry, barren”

* God loves unity so much that

he guarantees.to bless it
when he sees it
—Commanded' >

—Life for evermore

Fhe resul (verse 3Db) r




So what?

» Unity is a generous gift from God
and a miracle , which leads to great
blessing

« Different responsibilities
—God gives it
—We dwell in it

» Ephesians 4:3 “Be eager to maintain the
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace”

Implications

» Applications — three levels:
1. Natural family
2. Individual Christians
3. Local churches

+ Attitudes and actions
— Dealing with negative
» Forgiveness, reconciliation, humility ...

— Promoting positive
» Reach out, build bridges, make first move...

* Result? Guaranteed blessing from God !!!
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