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Why Shepherds?
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“There were gamekeepers living out in the woods
near Balmoral, keeping watch over their pheasants

at night .”

Not just any old — belong to someone special
Not just any old — have a special purpose
Not just anyy Gla — have a special role
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Luke states the obvious (?)

“There were shepherds living out in the fields nearb vy
(i.e. close to Bethlehem), keeping watch over their
flocks at night .” (Luke 2:8)

Not just any old — belong to someone special
Not just any old — have a special purpose
Not just any olld — have a special role

Luke states the obvious (?)

“There were shepherds living out in the fields nearb vy
(i.e. close to Bethlehem), keeping watch over their
flocks at night .” (Luke 2:8)
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* Ritually unclean

» Banned from temple and synagogues ‘
» No respect from society, viewed as outcasts ‘*=

“A man should not teach his son to be an
ass-driver, or a camel-driver, or a barber, or a
sailor, or a shepherd , or a shopkeeper, for all

(Mishnah)
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The sharpherds’ call

“Do not be afraid. | bring

good news that will cause great
Joy for all the people. Today in
fne town of David a Saviour has
been born ; he is the
Messiah, the Lord. This will be a
sign . will find a baby
wrapped in cloths and lying in a
manger . (Luke 2:10-12)
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One key insight

John the Baptist: “Look, it's who takes away
the sin of the world”

Paul: “Christ, , has been sacrificed”

Peter: “You were redeemed ... with the precious blood of
Christ, like that of g

Isaiah: “He will be ... like
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One key insight

Like the lambs:

— Jesus was born in Bethlehem

— Jesus was destined to die in Jerusalem
— Jesus died at the Passover festival

— His death was a sacrifice for sin
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Are you a shepherd?

* On the edge, not at home in religious scene?
» Don't feel “good enough” to approach God?
* No way to get right with God?

“I bring good news ... a Saviour has
been born ; he 1s TUtrist, the Lord.”




