Carol Service
18 December 2016
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Thlngs we think we know
[but we don’t]
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Tlhlngs we think we kﬁow
[but we don’t]

Matthew 2:11 “Going into the house they saw the child ..”

Thlngs we mlght know

[but we’re not sure]

“Wise men” = magi

— Babylonian/Persian astrologers/astronomers, later Zoroastrians
— Established as state religion by Darius the Great (550-486BC)

— Responsible for approving & crowning all new kings

Mentioned in the Bible
— Daniel appointed “supervisor/president of the magi” (Daniel 2:48)

What did Daniel tell them about God’s plan'?
— Were they expecting &
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Thln‘gs we mlght khow
[but we’re not sure]

“Following yonder star”

Following?
— Matthew 2:2 “...we have seen his star... we have come”

— Matthew 2:9 “...and behold, the star that they had seen in
the East went before them till it came to rest...”

Star?

— Planet Jupiter? Or conjunction of Jupiter & Saturn?
— Comet? Meteor? Miraculously created special star?

= Something else?? o4 .
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What did they see?

“9 An angel of the Lord
appeared to them, and the
glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were
terrified ..."° Suddenly a great
company of the heavenly host
appeared with the angel,

iins lsmg God... (Luke 2:9-14)
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Things we mlght know
[but we’re not sure]

Did the wise men see what the shepherds saw?
— “...the glory of the Lord shone around them...”

» “His star” = the brightness of his glory?

God often showed his presence as a shining light
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The wise men saw (something)
They came (eventually)
They worshipped (whole-heartedly)

“We have seen his star... and have come to worship him” [Lk 2:2]
“When they saw the star...going into the house...they worshipped him” [Lk 2:10]

« WHY? They knew there was a new king

— “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews ?”
[Remember their role to approve & crown new kings?]
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They knew Jesus was a k

» Their response to finding the king:

— “They saw the child with Mary his mother and they
fell down and worshipped him”
— The king-makers made him their king

* They gave royal gifts: .
— Gold ¥
— Frankincense
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But Jesus was not a typlcal king

 Yes, gold as tribute to a great king...
..but also frankincense for worshipping God...

...and myrrh to mourn a sacrificial death

Jesus is the king who is also God ...
. and he was born to die

And flnaIIy . what about us?

Will we be wise men & women this Christmas?

Have you seen something?

— Sign from God? Pointing the way? Leading to...?

Will you come?

— Even if the journey is long & takes a while?

Will you worship King Jesus?

— Give him what he dz%?rves WELG h|m your klng
d R

wie

L ‘@\ R
w & 5Ty Y,
AL

b

oy

3 :

"“‘u&,&- P& X
E




17/12/2016

(& Ty « ’ ZLLM . 0
< g‘._;l-'- ) ‘ S




